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The 2023 
consultation
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The Future Homes & Buildings Standards: 2023 Consultation 

Comprises of three main parts:

1. The Future Homes and Buildings Standards : 2023 consultation

2. Home Energy Model : Future Homes Standard consultation

3. Home Energy Model Consultation
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The previous 
consultations
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Previous consultations

• LETI assisted some of the 
3,000+ responses to the 
consultation in 2019. 

• We responded again in 
2021

• We will continue to 
respond and provide 
evidence for net zero 
carbon
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LETI key 
messages
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LETI key messages
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The proposals are not compatible with 
achieving Net Zero in operation: they 
do not use EUI as a key metric and do 

not address the performance gap

1
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Fabric performance should be better 
than Part L 2021 to reduce energy use 

and residents' bills

2
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On-site renewable energy generation 
(PVs) should be encouraged

3
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Embodied and Whole Life Carbon 
should be addressed

4
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Developers should not be allowed 
to ‘opt-out’ of meeting Part L 

Regulations

5
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Achieving net zero under these 
proposals will cost the country more

6
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The consultation is not transparent 
on decision making and lacks an 

evidence base

7
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In addition we believe:

Mechanical ventilation with heat recovery should be incentivised 

Smart meters should be compulsory

An energy flexibility metric should be brought in

Connection to heat networks that burn fossil fuels should not be encouraged 
and sleeving should not be supported

More accurate thermal bridging for non-domestic buildings

The new version of CIBSE TM59 should be adopted in Part O

The Written Ministerial Statement is not helpful to industry
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Get your 
voice heard!
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Key Actions you can take to support the consultation response

1. Engage in the consultation – If you are time poor- LETI have 

identified 18 key questions you can respond to, to have maximum 

impact

2. Sign up to the collective letter to the secretary of state

3. If you are a local authority - reach out to your Members

4. Submit additional evidence to DLUHC

5. Share the LETI key messages and encourage others to respond!
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Use our LETI toolkit to get your voice heard 

Download at www.leti.uk/fhs
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A simple response to 18 key questions
Influencing the building regulations may be 
the greatest impact that you have in your 
career, please respond to the consultation.

Go to 
https://consult.levellingup.gov.uk/energy-
performance-of-buildings/fhbs-2023-
consultation/ to complete you consultation 
response by Wednesday 6th of March, you 
can do this as an individual or on behalf of 
an organization.

Use section 2.1 of the LETI toolkit,  LETI 18 Key 
questions for guidance ot the separate 
download on the website titled 18 Key 
questions and answers.

Download at www.leti.uk/fhs

https://consult.levellingup.gov.uk/energy-performance-of-buildings/fhbs-2023-consultation/
https://consult.levellingup.gov.uk/energy-performance-of-buildings/fhbs-2023-consultation/
https://consult.levellingup.gov.uk/energy-performance-of-buildings/fhbs-2023-consultation/
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Performance requirements for new dwellings

Which option for the dwelling notional buildings (for dwellings not 
connected to heat networks) set out in The Future Homes Standard 
2025: dwelling notional buildings for consultation do you prefer?

What will LETI 
respond?

a. Option 1 (higher carbon and bill savings, 
higher capital cost)

Why? • Option 1 is more energy efficient than Option 2. 

• It will lead to lower energy use, lower peak demand and lower energy bills 
for the residents.

• It also includes PVs, which is positive.

Question

7
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Performance requirements for new dwellings

Which option for the dwelling notional buildings for dwellings 
connected to heat networks set out in The Future Homes Standard 
2025: dwelling notional buildings for consultation do you prefer?

What will LETI 
respond?

Option 1

Why? • Option 1 is more energy efficient than Option 2. 

• It will lead to lower energy use and lower energy bills for the residents.

• It also includes PVs, which is positive.

Question

9
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Metrics

Do you agree that the metrics suggested above (TER, TPER and FEE) 
be used to set performance requirements for the Future Homes and 
Buildings Standards?

What will LETI respond? c. No, I think delivered energy should be used

Why? For this question 
we encourage you to 
state in the comment 
box the text in red.
(As we feel like the 
answer that LETI would 
support is not available) 

• We support the delivered energy metric, as it can be measured post-
occupancy, creating a feedback loop with the design predictions.

• It should also include an estimate for unregulated energy.

• Primary energy is a confusing and unnecessary metric which cannot be 
measured by residents and occupants.

• We are strongly in favour of having a Fabric energy efficiency metric, but it 
should be an absolute metrics based on space heating demand 
(kWh/m2/yr).

Question

12
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Heat networks

Do you agree that newly constructed district heating networks (i.e., 
those built after the Future Homes and Buildings Standard comes into 
force) should also be able to connect to new buildings using the 
sleeving methodology?

What will LETI 
respond?

c. No

Why? • The sleeving methodology is not scientifically robust.

• It is biased towards the on-going use of heat networks even when most of 
their heat is generated by fossil fuels.

• It does not provide a clear pathway for buildings already connected to the 
network to decarbonise.

Question

54



@LETI_UK consultation@leti.ukwww.leti.uk

Accounting for exceptional circumstances

Do you agree that it should be possible for Regulation 26 (CO2 
emission rates) to be relaxed or dispensed with if, following an 
application, the local authority or Building Safety Regulator 
concludes those standards are unreasonable in the circumstances?

What will LETI 
respond?

b. No 

Why? • Building Regulations should be the minimum standards across the Country 
without exception.

• If enabled, these exceptions are likely to affect the poorest areas of the 
country.

Question

61
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Sign up to collective letter to the Secretary of State  

• Can only sign as organisations (Not 
individuals)

• Signatures by the 29th of Feb 

Sign the letter at https://goodhomes.org.uk/future-homes-standard-consultation-response

https://goodhomes.org.uk/future-homes-standard-consultation-response
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Sign up to collective letter- what is the letter about?
• Welcome the end of fossil fuel heating and commitment to electric heating. We support integrated on -

site renewables for new homes, and the extension of energy efficiency measures for dwellings created 
under material change of use. We welcome the proposed HEM as a replacement for SAP. Proposals 
are not a definitive Future Homes Standard, but rather a positive step towards it .

Immediate concerns
• We  strong ly d isagre e  with the  Option 2 notional spe cifications.
• We  strong ly d isagre e  with the  choice  of Prim ary Ene rgy ove r De live re d  Ene rgy
• We  support voluntary post occupancy pe rform ance  te sting , but e nhance d  te sting  of build ings post-

com ple tion, or “As built” should  be  m andatory.

Areas of improvement 
• Re gulate  e m bod ie d  carbon in ne w build ings
• Im prove  fabric  standards for U value s and  air tightne ss.
• Im prove  ne w hom e  ve ntilation syste m s
• Re duce  e le c tric ity ge ne ration inve stm e nt re quire d

Sign the letter at https://goodhomes.org.uk/future-homes-standard-consultation-response

https://goodhomes.org.uk/future-homes-standard-consultation-response
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If you are a local authority - reach out to your Members!

Local Authorities have a pivotal role in translating LETI Key messages into policies 
and are key allies in creating the resilient, equitable country that we all deserve.

LETI has prepared a briefing note for Local Councillors explaining the key 
messages and what concrete actions can be taken by them to support their 
Local Authorities in responding to the consultation as an organisation.

Download the briefing note at 
www.leti.uk/fhs
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Evidence 

Please submit your own evidence direct to DLUHC. If you would like to also share it 
with us, please contact us on consultations@leti.uk

1. Modelling

2. Metrics

3. Ventilation

4. Airtightness

5. Cost impact assessment and/or viability

6. Heat networks

7. NCM

Please share cost data with us!

mailto:Consultation@leti.uk
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Evidence - Cost data

Share your capital cost data 
with us!

Download the LETI FHS and FBS 
cost evidence uplift 
spreadsheet at 
www.leti.uk/FHS and send it to 
clara@leti.uk by the 29th of 
February.

http://www.leti.uk/fhs
mailto:Clara@leti.uk
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How you can promote the LETI messaging:
• Invite your coworkers to view our webinar to find out more about LETI’s key 

messaging relating to the consultation documents, and share our consultation 
response toolkit on how to develop an impactful response.

• Share LETI key messages to your network and on social media, don’t forget to 
tag us and use #LETIkeymessaging & #FHSresponse to maximise your impact.

• Donate to LETI whilst we are run by volunteers your financial support is incredibly 
important to fund our publications, help us have more impact and plan more 
ambitiously for the future www.leti.uk/donate

https://clicks.eventbrite.com/f/a/pQD1EEOZJDv1idUCCPzaXA%7E%7E/AAQxAQA%7E/RgRntKGiP0R9aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZXZlbnRicml0ZS5jby51ay9lL2Z1dHVyZS1ob21lcy1zdGFuZGFyZC1mdXR1cmUtYnVpbGRpbmctc3RhbmRhcmQtMjAyMy1sZXRpLWtleS1tZXNzYWdpbmctdGlja2V0cy04MDg4NTE5NDY5NDclMjBXA3NwY0IKZc4ibtNlVoYfBFIXY2xhZXlzLmxvdWlzZUBnbWFpbC5jb21YBAAAAAA%7E
https://www.leti.uk/donate
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Thank you!
To all the volunteers who have worked on this 

consultation and everyone who has listened and 
responded today
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