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Whole Life Carbon

Importance

This one pager infroduces the concept of Whole Life Carbon
(WLC). We must urgently reduce carbon emissions, but WLC
analysis is the only approach that allows the emissions of a project
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! This summary document should be read with
! the EN 15978: 2011, EN 15804: 2019, CIBSE

! TMé65: 2021, RICS Professional Statement, GLA
! WLC guidance and LETI Embodied Carbon
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Benefits & Loads
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Reducing Whole Life Carbon (WLC)

. Define the energy and embodied carbon
targets, as well as WLC measurement and
verification process at project conception
and track throughout. Formal disclosure
should be made at post-completion and
then annually.

Whole Life Carbon emissions are the sum total of all asset related
GHG emissions and removals, both operational and embodied
over the life cycle of an asset including its disposal (Modules: Al-
A5 Upfront; B1-B7 In Use; C1-C4 End of Life). Overall Whole Life
Carbon asset performance includes separately reporting the
potential benefit from future energy recovery, reuse, and recycling
(Module D). (LETI/WLCN 2021)

. Use WLC analysis during design to optimise
embodied carbon, reduce operational
energy and integrate Circular Economy
principles. For example, testing energy
reductions, increased envelope
specification or calculating carbon
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